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make her welcome; and where she was exposed to the
contempt and humour of Madame, who little spared
her. She expected for the future never to leave the
Court, and to be not only exempt from paying her
court to Monsieur, but that Madame and her husband
would for the future be obliged to treat her in quite
another manner.

The bulk of the Court regretted Monsieur, for it
was he who set all pleasure a-going; and when he left
it, life and merriment seemed to have disappeared like-
wise. Setting aside his obstinacy with regard to the
Princes, he loved the order of rank, preferences, and
distinctions: he caused them to be observed "as much
as possible, and himself set the example. He loved
great people; and was so affable and polite, that crowds
came to him. The difference which he knew how to
make, and which he never failed to make, between
every one according to his position, contributed greatly
to his popularity. In his receptions, by his greater or
less, or more neglectful attention, and by his words,
he always marked in a flattering manner the differ-
ences made by birth and dignity, by age and merit, and
by profession; and all this with a dignity natural to
him, and a constant facility which he had acquired.
His familiarity obliged, and yet no rash people ever
ventured to take advantage of it. He visited or sent
exactly when it was proper; and under his roof he
allowed a complete liberty, without injury to the re-
spect shown him, or to a perfect court air. He had
learned from the Queen, his mother, and well re-
membered this art. The crowd, therefore, constantly
flocked towards the Palais Royal.